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Chair’s report

	Chair
	Helen McInerney

	Date
	29/03/2012

	Venue
	Agored Cymru – Llanishen Office

	Sector subject area
	1st tier
British Sign Language
	2nd tier

	Unit codes & titles
	A – KB61WE007 – Sign Language – An Introduction & FN11CY036 – Conversation Skills in a Modern Language 1 - BSL
B – KB61WE007 – Sign Language – An Introduction & FN11CY036 – Conversation Skills in a Modern Language 1 - BSL 

C – HG21WE006 British Sign Language: Signing 1. 
	D –  KB61WE007 – Sign Language – An Introduction

E – HG21GM011 – Introduction to British Sign Language

	Centres in attendance
	Coleg Gwent
Coleg Gwent Franchise
	Vale of Glamorgan Lifelong Learning


	Section 1
	Protecting standards


	A – KB61WE007 – Sign Language – An Introduction & FN11CY036 – Conversation Skills in a Modern Language 1 - BSL

Workbook was considered to be pitched at the right level, with good use of diagrams and worksheets.  It was felt tasks were manageable and information within the workbook was appropriate.  Good cross referencing of assessment criteria to the evidence within the portfolio through the use of a contents page.  Worksheets demonstrate individual learning and confirm knowledge and understanding of learner.  Tasks have been developed to demonstrate achievement across both units, allowing a holistic approach to assessment.  IV comments are constructive however; it was unclear why n/a had been included in the ‘assessor decisions’ section of the IV report included with the sample.

Paperwork needs to be updated to amend any references to OCN to Agored Cymru.  
A summing up sheet completed by the tutor would be beneficial to reinforce and personalise the feedback for learners.  

The sample submitted would have benefited from the video that captured practical demonstrations.

B – KB61WE007 – Sign Language – An Introduction & FN11CY036 – Conversation Skills in a Modern Language 1 - BSL

This sample was not considered during the standardisation as it was identical to Sample A. 
C – HG21WE006 British Sign Language: Signing 1.

It was felt by the group that this sample in comparison to sample A was weak, and although the tutor observation statement was comprehensive and confirmed achievement of assessment criteria of the unit, it was generic in nature.  Therefore, it was felt that the use of additional exercises to reinforce the learning would aid the quality of the assessment outcomes, and would enable better personalised feedback from the tutor to the learner. 

CD evidence to demonstrate practical demonstrations, would have benefitted from the learner:-
· Learners facing the camera to better enable confirmation of facial expressions / lip reading

· Learners confirming their name and the assessment criteria they are evidencing

· Not reading from notes

· Not speaking, only signing
D –  KB61WE007 – Sign Language – An Introduction

This sample was not considered in detail during the standardisation as it was identical to Sample A (please see sample A for comment).  As the IV present had knowledge of the tutor, the IV confirmed that assessments used were engaging and gave learners the opportunity to practice sign language skills in a ‘live’ setting by going to a restaurant and ordering food / bills. 
Constructive feedback from IV to tutor.

E – HG21GM011 – Introduction to British Sign Language
Workbook was considered to be visually attractive and appropriate for the cohort of learners.  It was felt tasks were manageable and information within the workbook was appropriate.  Good cross referencing of assessment criteria to the tasks.    
Tasks along with generic witness statements demonstrated individual learning and confirmed knowledge and understanding of learner, but it was felt by the group that video evidence would further aid the evidencing of the practical element of sign language, and reinforces the learning from an IV / EV perspective which would better demonstrate the skills element of the unit.
Good constructive tutor feedback throughout the workbook.  

Good constructive IV comments.  

Paperwork needs to be updated to amend any references to OCN to Agored Cymru.  
Centre would benefit from identifying an alternative BSL unit.


	Section 2
	Evaluating unit (s)


	

	Section 3
	Good practice


	A number of the samples contained a variety of assessment tasks which were relevant, engaging and inclusive for the learners. 
Good cross referencing in the samples provided. 


	Section 4
	Shortcomings


	Witness statements were generally generic in nature and did not reflect the achievements of individual learners.
Most samples had not been updated to reflect Agored Cymru provision.
No CD / Video evidence for most samples, which would have reinforced the knowledge and understanding of learners through the practical demonstrations captured within them. 


	Section 5
	Actions for Agored Cymru


	


