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Chair’s report

	Chair
	Philippa Davies

	Date
	11/4/11

	Venue
	Holiday Inn Express Swansea

	Sector subject area
	1st tier
Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care
	2nd tier
Horticulture and Floristry

	Unit codes & titles
	Taking Part in Horticultural Tasks SA2ECY010, Entry, 3 credits.
Basic Garden Tools Care and Maintenance SE2ECY015, Entry, 1 credit.

Horticulture: Introduction to Planting Bulbs in Pots SE5E3CY001, E3, 2 credits. Approved.

Introduction to Planting SA2E1CY017, E1, 2 credits.


	Sustainable Woodland Management 2: Introduction to Woodland Management SG41CY002, Level 1, 1credit.

Sustainable Woodland Management 3: Introduction to Wood Processing SG41CY003, Level 1, 1credit. 



	Centres in attendance
	Coleg Elidyr Ltd.

Pembrokeshire College

Ysgol Bryn Castell

 BTCV Cymru


	Coleg Ceredigion 

Neath Port Talbot College 

View (Dove) Ltd. 

Tir Coed


	Section 1
	Protecting standards


	1. Taking Part in Horticultural Tasks SA2ECY010, Entry, 3 credits.

The assignments/tasks are judged to be inclusive and manageable. Multiple choice questions (MCQs) are put to good use, especially where learners find reading and writing challenging. However, assessment criterion 1.4 is not covered and assessment criteria are not always mapped on learners’ work. Learners’ work reflects knowledge and understanding and there is no reason to believe that the work has not been undertaken by the leaner. There is a good match between the work presented and the requirements of an Entry level unit. Assessment decisions are deemed to be sound. However, feedback from the tutor could be more comprehensive and supportive. Units for two centres were sampled and outcomes were deemed comparable.
2. Basic Garden Tools Care and Maintenance SE2ECY015, Entry, 1 credit
The assignments/tasks are judged to be inclusive and manageable. Assessment criteria (ACs) are largely met as is the mapping of ACs. Learners’ work illustrates good knowledge and understanding and is appropriate to the unit in terms of value; there is no reason to suppose that work presented is not produced by the learner; assessment decisions are sound and internal verification (IV) processes are effective.
3. Horticulture: Introduction to Planting Bulbs in Pots SE5E3CY001, E3, 2 credits. 
Assessment tasks are inclusive and manageable. Assessment criteria are met and clearly mapped. Learners’ work is largely reliable; however, feedback to learners from the assessor and feedback from IV to tutors could be more comprehensive and constructive. 
4. Introduction to Planting SA2E1CY017, E1, 2 credits
Assessment tasks are inclusive and manageable, however, it is not always evident that assessment criteria are covered and mapped.  Learners’ work is relevant. The IV process is effective and feedback from IV to tutors appropriate. However, photographic evidence needs labelling and would benefit from a witness statement. Additionally, assessment decisions sometimes need clarification. 
5. Sustainable Woodland Management 2: Introduction to Woodland Management SG41CY002, Level 1, 1credit
Assessment tasks are inclusive and manageable however, some assessment criteria are not met. In learners’ work, mapping of assessment criteria is clear and presentation is good, including the use of photographs. However, though feedback is constructive, it is not always learner-specific. Additionally, internal verification needs to be more robust and feedback from IV to tutors more comprehensive.
6. Sustainable Woodland Management 3: Introduction to Wood Processing SG41CY003, Level, 1 credit
Assessment tasks are inclusive; however, the nature of the task sometimes needs clarification. Additionally, some assessment criteria are not covered. Learners’ work is reliable on the whole but occasionally, more evidence is needed to support assessment decisions.


	Section 2
	Evaluating unit (s)


	1. Taking Part in Horticultural Tasks SA2ECY010, Entry, 3 credits: Learning Outcome 2 needs clarifying; opportunities exist for offering this unit at E1, E2 and E3 rather than just Entry. This would enable participation to be widened and the level of attainment raised.  
2. Horticulture: Introduction to Planting Bulbs in Pots SE5E3CY001, E3, 2 credits: Consider reducing the number of credit from 2 to 1 as 20 hours of study is deemed over-generous.
3.  Sustainable Woodland Management 2: Introduction to Woodland Management SG41CY002, Level 1, 1credit: it is felt that the unit is undervalued at 1 credit. Consider increasing the unit value to 3 credits to accommodate the quantity of learning and assessment required. 
4. Sustainable Woodland Management 3: Introduction to Wood Processing SG41CY003, Level 1, 1 credit: the unit appears to be under-valued at 1 credit. Consider increasing the value of the unit to 2 or 3 credits. Additionally, some of the assessment criteria warrant a higher level unit. 


	Section 3
	Good practice


	Good practice evident in the range of samples includes:

· Use of an assessment diary by learners to map progress.
· MCQs put to good use.

· Impressive variety of tasks evident and also good range of evidence presented.

· Bilingual opportunities available.

· Effective use of witness statements as evidence of learning and achievement.
· Robust internal verifiation and quality of IV feedback.

· Effective management of the assessment process in ethnically diverse groups of learners. 

· Quality of evidence.

· Good presentation of assessments. 

· Detailed tracking of achievement. 



	Section 4
	Shortcomings


	Shortcomings evident in some samples include:

· Lack of consistency in mapping assessment criteria.
· Documentation is sometimes incomplete.

· Evidence sometimes needs to be more task and candidate-specific.

· Tasks are sometimes not challenging enough to meet the assessment criteria of the units. 

· Some assessment criteria are not being met.


	Section 5
	Actions for Agored Cymru


	1. Agored Cymru to consider offering Taking Part in Horticultural Tasks SA2ECY010, Entry, 3 credits  as three separate units at E1, E2 and E3 and also to consider 2 tasks for AC 2.4.
2. Horticulture: Introduction to Planting Bulbs in Pots SE5E3CY001, E3, 2 credits. Although this is an approved unit, Agored Cymru could consider decreasing the number of credits from 2 to 1 as 20 hours of notional study is deemed to be over-generous. 
 3.  Sustainable Woodland Management 2: Introduction to Woodland Management SG41CY002, Level 1, 1credit: it is felt that the unit is undervalued at 1 credit. Consider raising the unit value to 3 credits to accommodate the quantity of learning and assessment required. 
4. Sustainable Woodland Management 3: Introduction to Wood Processing SG41CY003, Level 1, 1 credit: the unit appears to be under-valued at 1 credit. Consider increasing the value of the unit to 2 or 3 credits. Additionally, some of the assessment criteria warrant a higher level unit.


