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Chair’s report

	Chair
	Philippa Davies

	Date
	9/6/11

	Venue
	National Botanic Garden of Wales

	Sector subject area
	1st tier

Construction, planning and the built environment
	2nd tier

Bricklaying

Painting and Decorating

	Unit codes & titles
	Build ½ Brick Thick Return Quoin: Stretcher Bond  TG7EWE005  
Introduction to Wall Tiling TG41WN001  
Attached Piers in Block Work TG21CY002  
	Attached Piers: Stretcher Bond (1/2 Brick) TG21CY003  

Painting and Decorating: Introduction to Safe Working Practices TG8EWN006  

Prepare and Apply Emulsion Paint by Brush TG81WF025  

	Centres in attendance
	Funky Dragon
Merthyr College

Neath College

Employment Training Swansea
	Down to Earth
Tir Coed

Ceredigion Youth Service




	Section 1
	Protecting standards


	1. Introduction to Wall Tiling TG41WN001  L1  3 Credits

Assessment criteria well mapped. Some tasks meet the assessment criteria. However no observations sheets available; photographic evidence is not very clear; does not always match the written commentary and does not add value. 

Feedback often does not relate to the learner’s work and misleads the learners. It was generally felt that there was too much written work for a practical unit. ‘Spoonfeeding’ the learners may be an issue.
2. Attached Piers in Block Work TG21CY002  L1  3Credits

No unit descriptor available. Evidence necessary for meeting AC 1.1 to 1.3 is missing. Adequate mapping thus becomes impossible.
Evidence produced appears to be an activity pack in which much of the content is irrelevant e.g. information on health and safety procedures. There is very little comment from the tutor, the IV and learners. The assessment process is judged superficial. The learners are covering content that is not specific to the unit which requires wasted effort. There is not sufficient evidence to enable attendees to make a judgement on assessment decisions. IVing is not adequate. It is worrying to note that the unit had been signed off before the recorded start date of the unit.

3. Build ½ Brick Thick Return Quoin: Stretcher Bond TG7EWE005  Entry  3Credits

Evidence insufficient to confirm that all ACs are adequately mapped. Assessment methods/tasks need to be redesigned and approved by the IV as they are judged to be unfit for purpose.
If tasks are being adequately assessed, skills, knowledge and understanding reflected in learner’s work is up-to-date. Insufficient work to judge whether work matches level of unit. IV feedback is recorded in a photocopied sheet and is generalised and unfit for purpose. 

4. Attached Piers: Stretcher Bond (1/2 Brick) TG21CY003  L1  3redits

Assignment tasks often fail to meet the requirements of the ACs thus disadvantaging learners. 
The assessments should have been rejected By the IV and referred to line manager as they are not fit for purpose. Workbook is inappropriate for the unit. Evidence is dated incorrectly. Feedback absent.

5. Painting and Decorating: Introduction to Safe Working Practices TG8EWN006  Entry  3 Credits

ACs need to be more specific and detailed. Workbook needs to be redesigned to cover all ACs. Witness statements/observation sheets required. Heavy reliance of the literacy skills of the learner to complete the unit. 

Standard of learner work judged to be considerably higher than the standard required to complete the unit. Additional evidence required to illustrate that ACs have been met. Name and signature of IV needed as signature is indecipherable. Feedback needs to be better informed to facilitate learner progress. Some evidence appears to have been added at a later date and in a different handwriting style. This is suggestive of malpractice.

6. Prepare and Apply Emulsion Paint by Brush TG81WF025  L1 3 Credits
Workbook is incomplete with very little evidence of learner input. Some evidence of mapping.
Feedback judged to be unspecific and unhelpful. Incomplete learner input. Dates inconclusive and contradictory.


	Section 2
	Evaluating unit (s)


	Painting and Decorating: Introduction to Safe Working Practices TG8EWN006  Entry  3 Credits

● Re-order ACs to reflect priorities of health and safety guidelines.
● AC 1.7 needs to include ‘identify’ potential hazards.

● Review recommended.


	Section 3
	Good practice


	●The units are well-selected and largely fit for purpose.
●Drawings and diagrams provide clear and helpful instruction and enable learners to successfully complete the task.

● Breaking down of ACs into manageable components.
● Clarification of ACs. 

● Photographic evidence being put to appropriate use. 


	Section 4
	Shortcomings



	● Absence of witness statements and task observation sheets.
● Feedback weak and inappropriate; sometimes misleading.
● Poor quality of photographic evidence: out of date; not used effectively; does not add value; inserted significantly later than the signing off of the unit.
● Packs/workbooks produced for learners sometimes contain irrelevant content which overburdens the learners.
● Poor quality IVing consisting of superficial and generalised comments.

● Pictorial evidence inserted significantly after the signing off of the unit questions the validity of the assessment process.
● Quality of evidence makes it difficult to perform an audit trail.
● Absence of learner feedback. 


	Section 5
	Actions for Agored Cymru


	● Agored Cymru to ensure that EVs are sufficiently trained to pick up shortcomings, some of which are very serious.
● Agored Cymru to ensure that centre IVs are adequately trained.
● Inform centres of any changes that result from the unit review process promptly e.g. new unit codes.
● Delegates suggest that assessment tasks accompany all units. 


