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Chair’s report

	Chair
	Denver Davies

	Date
	26 May 2011

	Venue
	Agored Cymru, Llanishen

	Sector subject area
	1st tier

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment
	2nd tier

Building and construction

	Unit codes & titles
	Introduction to safe and fundamental working practice AJ21WE004
Build 1/2 Brick Thick Return Quoin: Stretcher Bond TG7EWE005

Introduction to wall tiling TG41WN001

Attached Piers in Blockwork TG21CY002


	Painting and Decorating: Introduction to Safe Working Practices TG8EWN006
Attached Piers: Stretcher Bond (1/2 Brick) TG21CY003

Brickwork: Introduction to Building a Three Brick Square Hollow Pillar  TG2EWE004



	Centres in attendance
	Coleg Morgannwg
YMCA Wales Community College 

Barry College
	Coleg Gwent
Ystrad Mynach College

MENFA


	Section 1
	Protecting standards


	General comments

All tasks were considered to be inclusive and manageable, although the language used in worksheets for one entry level sample may have been challenging to learners at that level.

Tasks covered all the assessment criteria and were clearly mapped.

Learners’ work reflected up-to date skills, knowledge and understanding and evidence clearly reflected the work of the individual learner. However, where witness statements are used these should be supported by sufficient, personalised tutor and learner tracking, feedback and evaluation.  

Learners’ work matched the level of the unit.

In most of the work reviewed there was sufficient evidence to show that all assessment criteria had been met and the group agreed with the assessment decisions. 
There were examples of good feedback from the tutor in most of the samples.  However, in some cases there was a lack of constructive feedback provided.

Not all samples provided included evidence of internal verification.  Where there was evidence feedback from the IV was not always sufficiently detailed and constructive. 

Generally, learners’ work was considered to produce comparable outcomes across centres and within levels.

Detailed comments on samples reviewed

Sample A
12 credit programme containing the following units

Painting and decorating prepare and apply emulsion paint by brush

Painting and decorating prepare and apply emulsion paint by roller

Painting and decorating prepare and apply gloss paint

Painting and decorating introduction to safe working and fundamental working practice

It was considered that requiring signed witness statements on each page for each assessment criteria may be overly burdensome.  As the witness statements contained generic statements, some of the group felt that they could be personalised for the learner. There was a good range of assessment methods used within the units.
Sample B

½ brick thick return quoin: stretcher bond

There were a good range of assessment methods with evidence of effective planning and tracking. It was considered that the 3mm tolerance level for the overall height was too high for entry level learners. The guidance diagrams included in the worksheets could have included more guidance to aid the learner. There was good feedback provided by the assessor. However there was a limited amount of evidence available to confirm the assessment criteria had been met. Photographic evidence may have been appropriate in this instance.  A recommendation for improvement was that learners could be encouraged to self assess their work against the project marking sheet and report to tutor when they considered they had met all criteria.

Sample C
Ceramic wall tiling – introduction to wall tiling

There was a lack of tutor feedback in the second part of the sample. The first part of the sample had feedback on each page which was considered good practice.  There was possibly too much requirement to use photographic evidence.

Sample D

Attached piers in blockwork

The assessment criteria were not clearly mapped in the sample, otherwise the workbook contained good underpinning knowledge. More detail could have been provided on the tracking sheet, and the learner could have been asked to complete a learner tracking sheet. No dimensions were provided on the practical task.
Sample E

Introduction to building a three brick square hollow pillar

The evidence for this sample was in the form of a witness statement.  The witness statement was not sufficiently personalised to the individual learner.  The tutor could ask learners to complete a self assessment exercise and complete the statement themselves. There was insufficient feedback provided to the learner.  Given the limited evidence available photographic evidence of the finished product would have been beneficial for verification.
Sample F

Attached piers: stretcher bond ½ brick

A well presented portfolio. Observation sheets were clearly mapped to the assessment criteria. However, the supporting evidence was not always clearly linked to the assessment criteria. There was a lot of health and safety worksheets which were not directly relevant to the unit. 

Sample G

Introduction to safe working practice
Each assessment criteria was assessed via discrete tasks. A more holistic approach could have been adopted, with tutor observations and effective learner tracking instead of written tasks. Some of the language used in the workbooks could be simplified to make it more accessible to entry level learners.  It was not clear that all assessment criteria had been fully met. Some answers did not fully address the question and not all answers were complete. There was limited constructive feedback by the tutor.



	Section 2
	Evaluating unit (s)


	Guidance on appropriate tolerances should be considered during the unit review. This should help ensure consistency across the provision.


	Section 3
	Good practice


	There was a good range of assessment methods and evidence available. 
Generally worksheets were produced in an easy to follow learner friendly way. 

There was good mapping of the assessment criteria and examples of good learner tracking documentation.  



	Section 4
	Shortcomings


	Samples provided for standardisation should include internal verification documentation.
Ensure that tutor and IV feedback is sufficiently detailed and constructive.

Ensure that where witness statements are used as evidence they should be supported by sufficient, personalised tutor and learner tracking, feedback and evaluation.  



	Section 5
	Actions for Agored Cymru


	Consider including tolerances within construction units during the 2012 unit review.


