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Chair’s report

	Chair
	Denver Davies

	Date
	8 December 2011

	Venue
	Agored Cymru, Llanishen

	Sector subject area
	1st tier

Agriculture, horticulture and animal care
	2nd tier

Environmental conservation

	Unit codes & titles
	Sample A – QA21CY005 Introduction to dry stone walling

Sample B – SG4EWN002 Introduction to felling and clearing small woodland trees

Sample C – MA82CY001 Construction of a basic wooden shelter

Sample D – SG41CY002 Sustainable woodland management 2: Introduction to woodland management
Sample E – SA2ECY010 Taking part in horticultural tasks

	Centres in attendance
	Cardiff & Vale College - Cardiff Site
BTCV Cymru

Blaenau Gwent

BGCBC Business Resource Centre

Coleg Sir Gar

Ystrad Mynach College


	Section 1
	Protecting standards


	Sample A QA21CY005 Introduction to dry stone walling

The internal verifier has picked up the key issues within the workbook. IV was carried out at the end of the course. IV for practical tasks should include a mid course IV to include observation of a practical activity.

Photographs were well annotated by the learner but it was not always clear who was who within the group photographs. Photographic evidence was not clearly referenced to the assessment criteria.
Worksheets were not cross-referenced to the assessment criteria.

There were literacy issues within the assessor’s comments and they were not always sufficiently detailed or linked to the assessment criteria.  Comprehensive witness statements could be better used to evidence a practical unit such as this, supplemented by a small number of photographs.

Sample B SG4EWN002 Introduction to felling and clearing small woodland trees

There was no clear assessment brief/assessment task within the portfolio of evidence. It was difficult to identify what the learner had been asked to do in the absence of a clear assessment brief.

There was a lack of assessor feedback to the learner within the workbook and witness testimonies were not sufficiently detailed. Comprehensive witness statements could be better used to evidence a practical unit such as this, supplemented by a small number of photographs.
There was no evidence to show that internal verification had taken place.  

Sample C MA82CY001 Construction of a basic wooden shelter

The workbook included a comprehensive assessment planning sheet and a very comprehensive risk assessment by the learner.
The workbooks lacked a clear assessment brief.

The evidence did not always clearly match the assessment criteria. There was a lack of evidence for the group discussion and verbal question and answer assessments. There was insufficient comment from the assessor to evidence what the learner had undertaken/achieved. Comments on the tracking sheet merely stated the method of assessment rather than what the learner did and how they performed to meet the assessment criteria.

The value of the photographic evidence was considered to be limited.

Although the internal verifier did observe the oral tasks being undertaken, the IV report focused more on the delivery/teaching and learning aspects rather than verifying assessor decisions on whether learners met the assessment criteria.

There was no evidence of the worksheets being marked by the assessor other than the unit feedback sheet.

Sample D SG41CY002 Sustainable woodland management 2: Introduction to woodland management
The workbooks were well constructed and well mapped to the assessment criteria.
There was no evidence for the group discussion elements. 

The stated assessment methods did not match the assessment methods evidenced within the workbook.  There was insufficient assessor marking and feedback linked to the assessment criteria.
Sample E SA2ECY010 Taking part in horticultural tasks
The workbook was supplemented by a learner diary of activities.  This was used as evidence to support some of the assessment criteria. The diary required the learner to complete written worksheets. Learners unable to complete the written should not be disadvantaged as evidence for this unit will be of a practical nature.
There was insufficient evidence to show the learner had met all assessment criteria. Tutor observation and oral questioning were not supported by witness statements.

Evidence was heavily reliant on photographic evidence which was not clearly mapped to the assessment criteria.
There was a lack of tutor feedback in the workbook and no evidence that any internal verification had taken place. The tutor feedback actually suggests the learner has not met the assessment criteria and has not completed the tasks correctly.


	Section 2
	Evaluating unit (s)


	The units considered have subsequently been through the unit review process. 


	Section 3
	Good practice


	Sample C MA82CY001 Construction of a basic wooden shelter - The workbook included a comprehensive assessment planning sheet and a very comprehensive risk assessment by the learner.

Sample D SG41CY002 Sustainable woodland management 2: Introduction to woodland management - The workbooks were well constructed and well mapped to the assessment criteria. 


	Section 4
	Shortcomings


	A lack of assessment tasks within the portfolios. It was not always clear what the learner had been asked to do.

There was generally a lack of focused assessor feedback clearly linking to the assessment criteria.
Internal verification reports tended to focus on the teaching and learning rather than the verification of assessment decisions.

An over-reliance on photographic evidence in some cases in place of detailed, well constructed witness statements. 

There was a lack of evidence for group discussion/oral question and answer tasks. 


	Section 5
	Actions for Agored Cymru


	None



