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OCN Wales

Assessment strategies………………. Submissions and resubmissions.

The context:

The Access to HE programme is designed to prepare adult / mature learners for higher education. However, it is recognised that the target group for this programme is from those currently under-represented within higher education. Many of these learners may not have achieved any formal qualifications in their earlier education, whether it was mandatory secondary, or post-16 further education, or adult community learning. For many, the return to formal learning is a significant step and there must be support mechanisms in place to assist them towards achievement.

Where it is clear from initial interviews or diagnostic testing, that a learner is in need of significant levels of support and that this may need to be an on-going process, it may not be appropriate to enrol that learner onto an Access to HE programme of study immediately. There are many variations of OCN accredited (and other) pre-Access programmes available where significant support can be made available to learners without endangering achievement of credits or possible progression.
Access to HE submission policy

However, once learners have enrolled on an Access programme, whether of one year full-time, or two year part-time duration, the provider has an obligation to both the learner and potential receiving HEIs, that the learner is properly prepared for the rigour of higher education. Learners should be made aware of these policies when they are considering joining the programme.
To this end in the first half of the programme, learners may be allowed up to two re-submissions of all work in order to achieve the credit level of the unit in question. Drafts may be accepted for reading and feedback. A degree of latitude in meeting submission dates may be acceptable according to provider policies.

In the second half of the programme, considerably more rigour must be applied to prepare learners for the submission regulations which operate in higher education.  

· Drafts will no longer be accepted by tutors, but learners may discuss the outline of work with their tutors.

· All work must be handed in by the submission date stated on the assessment briefs.

· One piece of work per unit may be resubmitted once, subject to the exercise of professional responsibility. 

· Extensions will not be granted other than in extenuating circumstances such as family bereavements or illness.

· A late submission (without supporting medical evidence) will count as a re-submission.

· Failure to achieve the necessary standard will result in the unit not being achieved .
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