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Chair’s report

	Chair
	Steve Smith

	Date
	1st March 2012

	Venue
	ITACA, Abergele

	Sector subject area
	1st tier
Leisure, travel & tourism
	2nd tier

	Unit codes & titles
	MG32WE001   Basketball L2
MC61CY002     Introduction to Canoeing


	MH21CY001     Basic Rock Climbing

MAB2CY001     Construction of a Basic Wooden Shelter

	Centres in attendance
	Coleg Harlech (WEA)
Coleg Llandrillo
	Coleg Menai



	Section 1
	Protecting standards

	Validity
MG32WE001

Unit could be, and is, used with wheelchair learners

Tasks are manageable. Without seeing evidence of the on court sessions difficult to know if all tasks are covered. In theoretical work all tasks are mapped to assessment criteria.
MC61CY002
Tasks are inclusive and manageable, although it would be necessary to see video of the tasks to confirm this. But the observation record is very complete and identifies tasks tackled.

No unit specification with the sample (but specification was provided on the day and all tasks are clearly mapped against the criteria)
MH21CY001
Tasks are inclusive. They are manageable. It was queried whether there were 60 hours of activity (this is a 2 credit unit) as there was little theoretical work within the unit. This would means 5 full days of climbing or 15 x 4 hour sessions. Is this the case?

Theoretical  tasks are mapped to assessment criteria

Tasks are inclusive and manageable and tasks are mapped to assessment criteria.
Reliability
MG32WE001

1. The written work – Yes. It was felt that a very high level of language was used by the students. It is difficult without seeing video evidence to show the work of the individual learner.

2. This is a Level 2 unit yet the learner has to demonstrate the ‘basic‘ skills of basketball. It was suggested that the learner ought to demonstrate some knowledge and application of, for example, zone defence and other tactical considerations.
3. A tutor’s observation checklist should be provided. Those present confirmed their use is common practice as a means of observing on court activities. The existing observation records are minimalist and do not show what skills are being shown.

It was suggested that a student log would be supportive of skills acquired.

4. Feedback on written work is good

5. Internal verification is limited. The IVing of the assignment brief is good but the IVing of the assessment decisions does not indicate whether the IV was present when assessment decisions were made and there is no helpful, constructive feedback.

MC61CY002
1. The written responses are the work of individual learners

2. The written evidence is OK. The Observation Record did summarise the observed evidence but with little reference to the individual. There must have been variations in how well the learners achieved, yet there is little constructive comment. The panel did appreciate the difficulty of recording such comments in a real life, on water situation. The summative comments were good. 

3. There must be continual verbal feedback to the learner. This has not been captured.

4. The internal verification is on the written work. There is no record of internal verification of the practical activity.

MH21CY001
1. Written work and witness statements apply to the individual

2. Level – Yes. Credit value – some doubts

3. It was felt that LO2 was tailor made for some video evidence. A short, 5 minute clip of a student ‘gearing up’ with a harness, rope and belay device would be excellent evidence of meeting the assessment criteria. One would only need a small sample to demonstrate the assessment criteria are being met.
4. There is no evidence of written or verbal feedback

5. The IV sheets are of the written work. This IV process is good. There is no evidence of internal verification of the practical activity.

MAB2CY001
1. Authenticity statement present. But difficult to distinguish between the work of the individual and the group.

2. There were some reservations about the standard of the written work (this is a L2 unit). The practical task was L2.

3. Good range of observation checklists and learner tracking sheets. But the heart of the unit is the actual construction of a wooden shelter and either some more detailed photographic evidence of the stages of construction or video evidence or a student log would all have been very helpful in supporting the observation checklists.
4. Good feedback.

5. Very good internal verification paperwork. Very full feedback.


	Section 2
	Evaluating unit (s)

	Comments on the units are :
MH21CY001
Nuts and cams would not be used in a top roping situation. They are used when leading.

Is it necessary to describe equipment? It is a L1 unit and identify is probably sufficient.

MAB2CY001
The unit would seem tailor made to demonstrate team work as a Learning Outcome. The core task can only be achieved by working with others?  It may be that an additional teamwork unit is used alongside this one.


	Section 3
	Good practice

	MG32WE001   Basketball L2
Internal Verification process
MC61CY002     Introduction to Canoeing

Observation record

Individual feedback to learner

Link to external options for the learner to progress

Links to BCU good practice

MH21CY001     Basic Rock Climbing
Workbook is appropriate to L1. 
MAB2CY001     Construction of a Basic Wooden Shelter

Tracking sheets
IV process and feedback

Individual feedback

Workbook is effective and valid



	Section 4
	Shortcomings

	MG32WE001   Basketball L2
Need for tutors observation checklist of on court activity
MC61CY002     Introduction to Canoeing

Student log (but recognition of difficulty after a wet and tiring day)

Individualised tracking sheets

MH21CY001     Basic Rock Climbing

Missing witness statements/observation of learner actually moving on rock

MAB2CY001     Construction of a Basic Wooden Shelter
Photographs are the end of the process, not the process itself.



	Section 5
	Actions for Agored Cymru

	None identified. 


