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	Essential Skills for Work and Life- QCF Qualifications

	From October 2012, Agored Cymru will be offering a new suite of qualifications providing learners with the opportunity to accredit their essential skills learning.  The strength of these Essential Skills for Work and Life qualifications is their flexibility. Learners are able to choose combinations of units in literacy, numeracy and ICT at a level according to their needs. The number of credits they choose will determine whether they achieve an Award, Certificate, Extended Certificate or Diploma. This enables learners to build towards the qualifications over a period of time if necessary.

These Essential Skills for Work and Life qualifications also recognise that learners’ skills do not always sit comfortably within a level so they have the opportunity to mix the levels of units within the qualification.

Learners based in the workplace can design the qualification content to suit the specific needs of the industry within which they are based. Those in Further Education can choose units to support their vocational or academic programme. In Adult Community Learning, the units may provide them with the skills needed to function and progress at home and at work.

The qualification is not designed to replace the Essential Skills Wales qualifications but looks in greater detail at the skills required within ESW. 
       Size
Level
Award (minimum credits at that level) 
Certificate (minimum credits at that level ) (maximum from level below) 
Extended Certificate (minimum credits at that level) (maximum level below) 
Diploma 
(minimum credits at that level) 
 (maximum level below) 
Entry 1 

6 (3) 

16 (9) 

24  (15) 

37 (19) 

Entry 2 

6 (3) 

16 (9) (4) 

24 (15) (6) 

37 (19) (9) 

Entry 3 

6 (3) 

16 (9) (4) 

24 (15) (6) 

37 (19) (9) 

Level 1 

6 

16 (12) (4) 

- 

- 

To find out more about the qualification and its component units please visit our website  where details can be found in the section on Agored Cymru Qualifications or contact one of our Business Development Officers or our Curriculum Development Manager for Essential Skills, Judith Archer 
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