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Chair’s report
	Chair
	Denver Davies

	Date
	5 and 7 February 2013

	Venue
	Agored Cymru Llanishen and National Botanic Gardens of Wales

	Sector subject area
	9 Arts, Media and Publishing

	Unit codes & titles
	Sample A – Modern art JA12CY001
Sample B – Art and design – Personal Project JA21CY016
Sample C – Film-making techniques – KJ21CY032
Sample D – Performing arts: Introduction to group work LB5EWN004
Sample E – Live music performance skills LH12CY001
Sample F – Intermediate digital photography KJ12WN006



	Section 1
	Protecting standards



	Sample A
The evidence presented for standardisation was not sufficient to evidence achievement of the assessment criteria. 
There were four assessment tasks for this unit. The assessment tasks were mapped to the assessment criteria but did not explicitly address each one e.g. AC 1.2 and 1.3. 
There was no evidence presented for tasks 2 and 4. Task 2 required the learner to keep an art sketchbook and diary which was not available for review at standardisation. Task 4 ‘Write a paragraph explaining the importance of keeping a sketchbook. Discuss and review your artefact in a group discussion’ was not evidenced sufficiently. There was no written paragraph within the workbooks provided.  The emphasis of the work was focused on the production of the final artwork and did not focus sufficiently on the theoretical, research and developmental work required for the unit.
The assessor comments and feedback were not sufficiently detailed to clearly evidence what the learner had achieved and contributed in group discussions. Witness statements must be detailed and include specific references to individual contributions, rather than generic statements such as ‘modern art styles identified’. Feedback was positive but was not constructive.
Photographic evidence of final artwork was annotated by the assessor. It is expected that at Level 2 learners should be able to express in their own words the rationale behind the artwork. 
In general there was a lack of evidence of learner engagement with the assessment process within the evidence submitted. It is acknowledged that learner sketchbooks may have included more evidence, however further evidence demonstrating how the learner has met the assessment criteria should have been submitted.
The unit was recommended for review as some elements may suggest the level should be increased to level 3.
There were references to OCN in the documentation.
Sample B 
The assignment brief was not considered to be sufficiently detailed to guide the learner to independently meet the requirements of the assessment criteria. 
There was a lack of clarity within the evidence portfolio concerning what was the learner’s own work and what had been provided by the assessor.  Assessment criteria 4.2 Show evidence of the use of tutor support – was questioned as an appropriate assessment criteria for a level one unit. 
The portfolio would have benefitted from focused witness statements from the tutor.
The assessment criteria had been mapped to page references within the portfolio but clearer referencing of assessment criteria within the learner’s work was required.
The work presented showed considerable support from the tutor. The level of support was not considered appropriate for a level 1 personal project.  Much of the written work had been word processed and either written by or with support from the tutor. The unit Art and Design – Personal project requires an individual to demonstrate a personal response and an individual approach. Any contribution from the tutor must be clearly acknowledged. 
Feedback was positive but was not constructive.
There were references to OCN in the documentation.
Sample C
Learners had been provided with a well structured workbook which was mapped to the assessment criteria.
There was insufficient evidence provided to meet all the assessment criteria. The witness statements provided were for the whole group, and not individual to the learner. Witness statements must contain detailed information relating to the contribution and performance of individual learners. Group witness statements are not acceptable as evidence.
Assessment criteria 2.4 required the learner to Identify and discuss two positive factors of the film and two ways in which the film could be improved. The learner had only listed positive factors and improvements without discussing. This had not been noted by the assessor.
There was limited tutor feedback within the portfolio.
There were references to OCN in the documentation.
Sample D
The assessment criteria within the unit were recommended for review. It was considered to be challenging to require learners to undertake a performance within an introduction to group work unit. 
The workbooks were well structured and clearly and effectively mapped to the assessment criteria. However there were some typographical errors within the workbooks.
There was good use of individual witness statements, checklists and feedback sheets for all assessment criteria. 
The learner was required to complete several worksheets as part of the unit. The amount of written work may have been a disadvantage to some learners given that the unit was a practical unit at entry level. 
The feedback from the internal verifier to the tutor was limited.
Sample E
The workbook contained information sheets for the learner about Agored Cymru and credit and qualifications. However the information within the sheet is in need of review to ensure accuracy and remove references to NOCN.
There were spelling errors within typed work in the portfolio. It was unclear whether the errors were made by the learner or the tutor, but they had not been corrected. 
There was a lack of clear evidence of the learner’s individual contribution in meeting the assessment criteria. There was inappropriate use of photographic evidence. Photographic evidence for criteria requiring the learner to perform in time, in tune or at correct volume is not appropriate. Video evidence or a detailed witness statement from the tutor should be used as evidence.
The feedback from the tutor to the learner was not considered to be appropriate. Comments such as ‘you are very fun’ and ‘a nice girl’ were deemed inappropriate. There was a lack of constructive feedback.
The internal verification report had identified that evidence would be better demonstrated through video and witness statements but had not commented on the feedback provided.
Sample F
Learners had been provided with a detailed brief. However it was unclear how the evidence provided mapped to the assessment criteria. The tracking of assessment criteria through the portfolio was not adequate and it was not clear whether all assessment criteria had been met.
It was not clear in all cases whether photographs included within the portfolio was the work of the learner or had been taken from online sources. Any handouts or research materials must be clearly referenced. The learner annotating the photographs and mapping the assessment criteria would have aided the clarity of the portfolio.
There was no tutor feedback within the learner’s work. 



	Section 2
	Good practice



	






	Section 3
	Shortcomings



	It is particularly important when assessing units of a practical nature, or where learners are working as part of a group, that assessment is well planned and appropriate evidence is gathered to demonstrate achievement.  

Photographic evidence may be suitable as a means of evidencing some criteria but is inappropriate or does not add value in many cases. Where photographic evidence is used it should be clearly annotated and labelled. Preferably by the learner. 

The use of witness statements is key when assessing and providing evidence for practical units. Generic witness statements written for the whole group of learners are not acceptable. Witness statements must be individual to the learner and provide specific detail of their performance against the criteria. In group work assessments detail of the learner’s contribution must be provided.

Agored Cymru expects tutors to provide personal and constructive feedback to all learners. There were examples where feedback was either lacking or was not sufficiently constructive to support the learner to progress. 

It is important that any evidence produced by the learner is clearly differentiated from tutor statements, worksheets and or reference material taken from other sources. The sample reviewed included statements written by tutors which could have been interpreted as being the learner’s own work; tutors providing commentary on learners’ work where the learner should have been doing so; and learners including content taken from the internet which was not clearly referenced. 

Assessment criteria must be clearly referenced throughout the tasks and learner evidence. 

Effective pre-course internal verification must ensure that the unit is appropriate for the cohort of learners and that the planned methods of assessment and evidence are appropriate. Reports from mid-course and summative internal verification must include sufficient constructive feedback for the assessor.

References to OCN must be removed from centre documentation.





	Section 4
	Actions for Agored Cymru



	Review units Modern art JA12CY001, Art and design – Personal Project JA21CY016, Performing arts: Introduction to group work LB5EWN004. 
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