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Please use this form to capture the key points of discussion raised by the participants, for feedback to all centres attending the standardisation event. 

1. Are assessment tasks, and is evidence of achievement, consistent?  
         









                            
                                                                                                      Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:
Drama: Dance LB1EWE002

A good range of differentiated assessment tasks (practical & oral) were well evidenced by means of photos & signed tutor witness statements. All were appropriate for the level. Attendees did suggest that the photos (although captioned by the learners) could be more explicitly matched to the AC in order to make it more straight forward for IV / EV purposes, & also queried whether there was a backup DVD in order to reinforce the evidence available.
Drama: Following Simple Directions LC1EWE010

This was considered by attendees to be exemplary in terms of its appropriate tasks housed in a highly pictorial & learner friendly workbook; the highly supportive & constructive assessor feedback; the IV feedback & documentation, & the well designed learner tracking sheets. 

Performance Skills: Dance LB51CY003 

For this 6 credit unit the assessor had tick boxed (& identically dated) the 3 L0’s & 11 related AC. Also included was a brief overall comment on the learner in a space below on the same form. As such these tutor observation sheets were not particularly helpful in terms of deducing what had been deployed by way of assessment tasks & how they had been responded to by learners. No other indication of assessment activities, learner tracking or IV was to hand. There was a Participant Evaluation Form but, again, the meeting felt that circling descriptors such as ‘Pretty Average’, ‘Nothing’, ‘A bit but not too much’, ‘Quite a lot’ etc was not very useful & that, anyway, none of them matched to any of the AC. A review of how this unit is assessed & evaluated was the firm recommendation of the meeting.
Production Project LC12WY003

Assessment tasks were mapped to the AC & were worded so as to enable learners to clearly understand the brief. Good practice included the video evidence to support the essays which are firstly used to cover the AC. The tasks were set at an appropriate level & the essays viewed indicated a high level of learner achievement & acquired knowledge. Worth considering, it was felt, were alternative & more inclusive methods of attaining the AC, & also requiring that (for the benefit of the IV process) assessors identify where the relevant AC has been met when marking scripts. 
Drama: Movement & Speech LC12WE001

This was assessed by means of a learner log, tutor observation & DVD evidence. Each AC was specifically identified & correctly met, & there was good individual feedback covering each of the AC. Learners had achieved high standards.  Sound learner tracking was also demonstrated.

Performance LC42WE002

This originated from the same centre as the Drama: Movement & Speech unit & was assessed & evidence using almost identical methodologies. Again, a high level of learner attainment was noted. 

Making Dance LB13QQ006

This part NOCN Qualification is delivered as a stand alone unit at a centre with highly able 6th form students. The assessment tasks include written ones in form of a diary, Q & A responses courtesy of a viva, & video evidence (not available at the standardisation) of a rehearsal / performance. The tutor assessment feedback matched to each AC was comprehensive, supportive & constructive. The IV (using Agored Cymru IV Template Form 3) was included, although comments tended to focus on the learner’s performance rather than that of the assessor. A generic learner evaluation form also revealed the skills they had acquired during the course. 

Performance Project LC13WY503
This originated from the same centre as the Production Project unit & the same general comments apply. The high standard of learner work was again commented on by the meeting.



2. Is there a clear difference between assessment tasks and evidence of achievement at different levels?










Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:
As indicated above (1) the assessment tasks were relevant to the varied levels of the units viewed, here from E Level to L3, with an emphasis on practical tasks & tutor observations at E Level & L1, & more demanding practical as well as intellectual requirements expected at L2 & L3. 




3. Is there consistency in practice between locally accredited awards and national qualifications across the sector/sub-sector where appropriate?
        
Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:
NA



4. Identify a small sample of evidence to be retained for national standardisation and give reasons for your choice.

	Comments:
TBC



5. With reference to Unit Plus detail any changes that need to be made to units sampled

	Comments:

Drama: Dance LB1EWE002
This was considered generally sound in terms of credit value & content, although AC 1.2 ‘Explain’ is questionable in an E Level unit.

Drama: Following Simple Directions LC1EWE010

LO & AC verbs are not properly compliant with QCF unit writing guidelines / template. Otherwise a sound & relevant E Level unit.

Performance Skills: Dance LB51CY003 

A worthwhile unit, & the 6 credits reflects the LO requirements to ‘take part in the creation of & performance of a dance’ through to LO3 ‘communicate with an audience through performance’, although the assignments & evidencing of this need revisiting by the sampled centre.

Production Project LC12WY003

LO & AC verbs are not properly compliant etc, although an otherwise good unit. 

Drama: Movement & Speech LC12WE001

LO & AC verbs are not properly compliant etc, although an otherwise good unit. 
Performance LC42WE002

LO & AC verbs are not properly compliant etc, although an otherwise good unit.

Making Dance LB13QQ006

Part of a NOCN qualification being used as a stand alone unit. The LO & AC verbs are not fully compliant etc, although it is a worthwhile & challenging unit. It was also observed that this is a 3 credit unit & seemed as full content wise (to say the least) as the 6 credit Drama: Dance one. 

Performance Project LC13WY503

LO & AC verbs are not properly compliant etc, although an otherwise good unit.




6. Chair's Comment 

	Main Discussion Points:
A range of assessment methodologies were utilized across the E Level to L3 units viewed. In terms of the principles of assessment;
Validity- Almost all the centres sampled ensured that assessments would lead to the attainment of the LO s & related AC. Evidence of their achievement was not obvious in the Drama: Dance unit & in the Performance Skills: Dance unit, & it was suggested that assignments / evidencing strategies need to be reviewed in light of this. 

Authenticity- all sampled workbooks / portfolios included some form of learner authentication.

Fitness for Purpose- Given the practical of the nature of the units (at all levels) the assignments were almost all seen as sound by the attendees. They were not obviously fit for purpose from the evidence available in the 6 credit Performance Skills: Dance unit. The essay reliant Production Project & Performance Project units were assessed as such because of their roles as additionality to academic main courses, although possible alternative assignments could be explored.

Inclusiveness- all sampled units cater for a wide range of learners & could be said to be based around learner needs. 
Reliability & Consistency- This was difficult to ascertain given that single tutors / centres assessed work was sampled at the standardization meeting.
Recommendations:

· Build on good practice as indicated above
· Review assessment tasks to ensure their validity, fitness for purpose & inclusivity e.g. ensure assessment tasks / evidencing strategies in the 6 credit  Performance Skills: Dance are obviously & transparently matched to the AC, & consider additional alternative, inclusive tasks to the essay driven Production Project & Performance Project units.

· Ensure all unit descriptors are accompanied by the Assessment Information Guidance grid in order to ensure that prescribed / optional methodologies are being applied as directed. 
· Consider utilization of the Signposting Key Skills Grid which is located under the Assessment Information Guidance grid. This may be useful in relevant centres where the wider key skills could be beneficially identified via Dance & Drama for e.g. Working with Others, Improving Own Learning & Performance etc. 

· Include Dance & Drama units in the next phase of the Unit Library Review. This is an increasingly popular curricular sector & a number of the units (including some viewed at this standardization event) no longer comply with QCF Guidelines. This recommendation will go to the Agored Cymru review of ULR priorities by 14th Dec 2009. 
· Agored Cymru to make more explicit what needs to be brought to standardization events i.e. to specify units which are common to more than 1 centre, all assessment tasks, samples from more than 1 tutor or centre if relevant, tracking docs etc.
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