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Please use this form to capture the key points of discussion raised by the participants, for feedback to all centres attending the standardisation event. 

1. Are assessment tasks, and is evidence of achievement, consistent?  
         









                            
                                                                                                      Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:  
The assessment tasks set to meet the assessment criteria and learning outcomes had slight differences from centre to centre however it was considered that the evidence of achievement was consistent.  The tasks set to meet the assessment criteria were fully inclusive of all learners however some learners took longer to reach an acceptable plumbing skill standard than others.
The assessment criteria encountered was valid, authentic and correctly mapped to the learning outcomes.




2. Is there a clear difference between assessment tasks and evidence of achievement at different levels?









Yes/No/Partially
	Comments: 
The units encountered were at entry and level 1. There appears to be a shortage of level 2 units in the area and most centres progress there learners on to an alternative awarding body such as City and Guilds.
The centres encountered commented that the tasks and assessment when encountered at differing levels were clearly different.




3. Is there consistency in practice between locally accredited awards and national qualifications across the sector/sub-sector where appropriate?
        
Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:

No national qualification units were available. The consensus of the centres represented at the meeting agreed that there should be a number of preferred plumbing units that would lead to a nationally recognised award (step/up and progression awards) at Level 1. The centres also commented on the fact that Agored Cymru certificates are rarely recognised in the industry and employers perceive  NVQs as a widely (nationally) excepted standard.



4. Identify a small sample of evidence to be retained for national standardisation and give reasons for your choice.

	Comments:

None identified as the evidence supplied by the entre did not cover all the assessment criteria (see recommendations).



5. With reference to Unit Plus detail any changes that need to be made to units sampled

	Comments: Unit review to update ( units at event probably 10+ yrs old).
The centres expressed an interest to be involved with the library review to ensure that local and nation qualification units are at appropriate levels and credits.



6. Chair's Comment 

	Main Discussion Points:
Good practice: 

External Verification: Evs should be standardized, differing opinions of EVs on range of evidence in particular on practical assessment criteria. There were examples of EVs only wanting to see tracking and nothing else, not wanting to see portfolios or meet the learners to the other end of the spectrum where EVs were not satisfied with assessment  tracking and wanted other evidence such as photos and witness stements.
Unit updating: The centres stated that the many of the plumbing units had been overtaken by technology and therefore were out of date. 
Good Practice: The use of a witness status list to ensure that learners can only get assessment criteria/tasks signed off by appropriate tutors.
Good Practice: The use of tasks that simulated typical plumbing jobs and also met the assessment criteria were considered most useful to the learners who wished to follow plumbing as a chosen career path.
Template Unit: The centres represented would like to see typical template units at different levels as guidance of how Agored Cymru want the evidence detailed.
Standardization of Agored Cymru forms:  Discussion took place on if Agored Cymru should make the use of a standard set of forms to include tracking, assessment, and internal verification mandatory.
The event was well attended and extra lunch needed to be arranged, the overall messages coming from the centres represented was the need for a nationally recognized plumbing qual at level 1 and level 2.  Also the discrepancies in the required evidence for external verification,
the main example given was from a centre in north Wales.

Recommendations:

From the centres represented:

The profile of Agored Cymru is improved to demonstrate to employers that the learners accredited certificates demonstrate that they are worthy of further training or employment. 
To introduce a nationally recognized plumbing qualification at level 1 and level 2. Also to ensure that the plumbing trade were aware of what standard of skill they could expect from a learner holding a level 1 or level 2 qualification.
That Agored Cymru should consider mandatory standardized forms to cover all aspects assessment and internal verification.
To standardize EVs and prescribe for these practical assessments what evidence is required.
To ensure all evidence is available for a unit to be forwarded to a standardization event; ie completed portfolio, assessment tracking, IV records, EV records. This would allow the standardization event to cover all aspects of the unit delivery.
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