St7


Summative Report Form: Chair     

	Standardisation Tier:
	Centre   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Agored Cymru  FORMCHECKBOX 
X
	National  FORMCHECKBOX 



	Chair:
	Mike Hodges

	Date of standardisation:
	23rd November 2009


	Sector Area:
	Sport & Leisure

	Unit titles:

Introduction to Camp Craft Skills MH31CY003

Mountain Biking ME52WN001

Leisure: Introduction to Indoor Sporting Activities MA1E1CY001

Sport & Fitness MD9EWY001

Sports Therapy: Exercise Using Cardiovascular Machines MD9EWN001




Please use this form to capture the key points of discussion raised by the participants, for feedback to all centres attending the standardisation event. 

1. Are assessment tasks, and is evidence of achievement, consistent?  
         









                            
                                                                                                      Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:
Introduction to Camp Craft Skills MH 31CY003

Assessment Criteria where matched to tasks in the workbook, although the Unit descriptor on p3 of the work book was preceded by ‘In order to achieve’. This is not necessary & was in any case not actually complied with (or it seems actually sought) in the tasks themselves.

The learners authenticated their work with a simple, signed statement on p2.

It was not clear to the attendees that (in the witness statement) covering AC 1.1 to 1.3 that the last one had been met. The recommendation was that each should be specified & separately signed off. 

The attainment of the 4 AC for LO2 (pitch a tent outdoors) would, it was believed, would have been better assessed had some photo evidence been deployed. 

Again, for LO3 it was felt that more imaginative (& E Level friendly) assignments could have been utilised e.g. quizzes, poster design, photos etc. 

Overall there was no actual indication in the assessments viewed in the workbook that the learners had been outside the classroom, & generally the assessment methods were not perceived as been appropriate to the practical elements of the course.
The workbook (& the matched AC) was seen as a good feature, & it was felt that the above amendments would make for a more inclusive attainment of the AC.

Mountain Biking ME52WN001

In the sampled / assessed work the assessment methods were viewed as appropriate, with a range of relevant activities (brief written responses, illustrations, labelling etc. The work book type face & reproduced photos were very clear. There was some excellent formative assessor feedback & evidence also of IV being carried out mid course. 

In the other sampled centre the assignments were predominantly written responses which ensured achievement of the AC. Another good feature was a learner & or tutor authentication statement at regular intervals to verify achievement.
Leisure: Intro to Indoor Sporting Activities MA1E1CY001

The assessment workbook includes assessment design worksheet which requested requirements such as ‘are all the specified AC covered in the brief’, ‘is the language and the presentation appropriate to the learners’, etc. It also included a (completed) Verifiers Comments & Action Plan box, as well as a (unfilled) Response from Assessor to IV space.

The attendees broadly believed the assignment activities to be appropriate, although they queried the amount of written work expected of E Level learners. It was also not possible to identify how AC 4.1 & 4.3 had been achieved.

The tutor witness / observation statement covering specified AC was sound, although it could be made a permanent pro forma which would save the tutor having to manually enter info every time. Feedback to learners was supportive. The photo evidence was also good but would have benefited from being authenticated for best practice. 
Sport & Fitness MD9EWY001

The work books from consecutive years demonstrated how assessors / IV’s had engaged with the assessment process, with the updated one reducing the required written content e.g. in 2.2 by the introduction of a tutor observation. The revised booklet was also more pictorial / learner friendly.

It was felt that a tracking doc would have assisted the IV / EV process. There was also general concern that the assessment tasks (although clearly written) could have been more inclusive & were pitched higher than E Level with, again, perhaps too much expected by way of written response. Overall, though with supportive tutor feedback the unit was well assessed.
Sports Therapy: Exercise Using Cardiovascular Machines MD9EWN001

This workbook originated from the same centre as the Sport & Fitness unit & while tasks were considered challenging foe E Level learners the clear evidence of tutor engagement & support was evidence of good practice. 



2. Is there a clear difference between assessment tasks and evidence of achievement at different levels?










Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:
There were appropriate distinctions between the E Level to L2 units viewed, although the extent & character of some of the written responses expected in some E Level units viewed was questioned (see also sections 1 & 6).



3. Is there consistency in practice between locally accredited awards and national qualifications across the sector/sub-sector where appropriate?
        
Yes/No/Partially

	Comments:
NA



4. Identify a small sample of evidence to be retained for national standardisation and give reasons for your choice.

	Comments:
TBC



5. With reference to Unit Plus detail any changes that need to be made to units sampled

	Comments:

Introduction to Camp Craft Skills MH31CY003
LO & AC verbs are in almost all cases no longer compliant with recommended QCF unit writing guidelines / templates e.g. LO1 ‘Demonstrate’ etc, AC2.1 ‘Display’ etc.
Mountain Biking ME52WN001 

LO & AC verbs almost all no longer compliant etc as above. Otherwise considered a sound unit.

Leisure: Introduction to Indoor Sporting Activities 

LO & AC verbs etc as above.

The delegates felt that a more logical arrangement of the LO s would be that the existing LO3 should be now L01 & vice versa. LO2 & 4 could remain as they are. The meeting felt that AC1.2 ‘Pay entry fee to activity if required’ was problematic in terms of both its inclusivity, & the ‘if required’ might indicate (as in the examples viewed) that the completion of the AC was not necessary. There was also concern re AC1.3 ‘Change into appropriate clothing’ as to how this would be appropriately evidenced. 
Sports Therapy: Exercise Using Cardiovascular Machines MD9EWN001

LO & AC verbs etc as above, otherwise considered a worthwhile unit.
Sport & Fitness MD9EWY001

From its descriptor verbs i.e. L0 1 & 2 ‘Know’, L03, 4, & 5 ‘Recognise’, & the AC ‘Identify’, ‘List’ etc this is presumably a more recently written unit. 

There was agreement that there was a mismatch between L0 & the identified AC e.g. L01 requires ‘Know about appropriate clothing’ etc, but the AC requires learners to ‘Wear correct clothing’ etc. Similarly L02 states that learners should be able to ‘Know about issues relating to health & safety in sports / fitness training events’, but AC 2.2 requires candidates to ‘Use equipment correctly’ etc. L05 asks that learners are able to ‘Recognise the rules of team & individual sports’, but AC 5.1 explicitly requests that learners ‘participate’ etc. 



6. Chair's Comment 

	Main Discussion Points:
A range of assessment methodologies were utilized across the E Level to L2 units viewed.

In terms of evaluating them re the principles of assessment; 

Validity- All the units viewed broadly ensured achievement of the LO s & their related AC. The only possible concern raised (& other evidence not available might have conceivably ensured attainment) was in coverage of certain AC in the L1 Camp Craft Skills unit & the E Level Indoor Sporting Activities unit (see 1 above). In addition, there were no obvious indications in the Camp Craft Skills unit that learners had been outside the classroom as required by the L0.

Authenticity- in all cases learners authorized their work by means of a signed statement, or via signed tutor observation / witness statement.

Fitness for Purpose- the assessment strategies were predominantly praised as being appropriate for the achievement of the L0’s. There was concern re the evidence requirements attached to tasks on the E level & L1 units which in some cases required considerable written responses. The centre responsible for the Sport & Fitness unit demonstrated how in consecutive years it was possible to review this & reduce the written content in order to ensure more fit for purpose assignments. 
Inclusiveness- the units viewed cater for a wide range of learners & almost all seemed based around learner needs. There was, though, some concern expressed re the inclusivity of the Indoor Sporting Activities unit (see above). 

Reliability & Consistency- this was more difficult to verify given that the sample at standardization comprised the viewing of single centres / assessors, although there was consistency in the successive cohorts sampled in the Sport & Fitness unit. Also, a broadly similar level of work was expected from the 2 centres assessing the Mountain Biking unit.

Recommendations:
· Build on the good practices as indicated above.

· Review assessment tasks to ensure their validity, fitness for purpose & inclusiveness. 

· Ensure all unit descriptors are accompanied by the Assessment Information Guidance grid in order to ensure that prescribed / optional methodologies are being applied as directed.

· Consider utilization of the Signposting Key Skills grid which is located under the Assessment Information Guidance grid. This may be useful in relevant centres in Sport & Leisure units where the wider key skills could be beneficially identified e.g. Working with Others, Improving Own Learning & Performance etc 

· Include Sport & Leisure Units in the next phase of the Unit Library Review project as a matter of urgency. This is a popular curricular sector & a large number of the Sports etc units (including some viewed at this standardization event) no long comply with QCF Unit Writing Guidelines. This recommendation will go to the Agored Cymru review of ULR priorities by 14th Dec 2009.
· Agored Cymru to make more explicit what needs to be brought to standardization events i.e. to specify units which are common to more than 1 centre, all assessment tasks, samples from more than 1 tutor or centre if relevant, tracking docs etc. Agored Cymru will also consider the views expressed at the standardization event re booking arrangements.



7. Authorisation

	
Signed: ____Mike Hodges__________________________________                  Date: __2nd Dec 2009___________

Print name: ___MIKE HODGES_________________________________




Catrin Verrall
Chairs report
09/11/09


