
7.
Credit Equivalence or Exemption
7.1 Where a learner has achieved a qualification from another awarding body, the content of which is the same as a unit or units of the Access to HE qualification, that prior achievement may be counted towards the credit tariff required for the Access certificate, provided that it has occurred within the last 5 years, or 3 years for maths and IT. 

7.2 The maximum extent of this credit equivalence/ exemption will be 50% of the credits required for the Access to HE Diploma unless a lower level is set at validation. 

7.3 The period of validity of qualifications in the sector/subject concerned may be set at less than 5 years by a validation panel depending upon the speed of advancement of knowledge/technology in that sector.

7.4 There must be a formal system for recognising both the value and the level of the qualification for which equivalence/exemption is sought. The value will normally be based on the recommended notional learning hours required by the awarding body. Levels will be related to those required for the National Qualification Framework (NQF).

7.5
Examples: In Wales............
GCSE grade C or above is equivalent to 12 credits at level 2.

AS level is equivalent to 9 credits at level 3

A level is equivalent to18 credits at level 3

Key Skills (OCR/Edexcel) Numeracy and communication are considered to be equivalent to 6 credits at level 2.   Information Technology is considered to be equivalent to 9 credits at level 2.
ECDL Credit Exemptions / Equivalences

Version 4 is equivalent to 12  credits at level 2.

Word processing

Spreadsheets

Access databases

Web based or e-mail related

PowerPoint

Version 3 is equivalent to 6  credits at level 2 from

Word processing

File management

Internet

No spreadsheets or database units are acceptable.

7.6 It should be noted that credits gained by the credit equivalence route will NOT be listed on credit transcripts. Access to HE Lead Verifiers will need to see certificates or confirmation of achievement from the awarding body before allowing the award of the Access to HE Diploma.

7.7 Please note that credit equivalence is only possible for those units already in the Rules of Combination (K11) of Access programme or pathways. i.e. if there are only 6 numeracy credits available at level 2 in the core skills units, a GCSE grade C certificate (or above) can only equate to those 6 credits.

7.8 In many instances a certificate from an awarding body may have to be accompanied by a copy of the syllabus before the centre’s APL team can determine equivalence accurately. All decisions should be confirmed by Internal Verifiers before being passed to the External Verifier for confirmation. In some instances the Sector External Verifier will need to be consulted before the Lead Verifier can agree the award of the Access Diploma
7.9 If there are any queries about suitability of qualifications for equivalence please contact Agored Cymru.






